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Why MOVE?
Data & Intersectionality

“Change will not come if we wait for 
some other person or some other time. 

We are the ones we’ve been waiting for. 
We are the change that we seek.”



Special Education and 
Students Services

ODRAS- Complaints 

Student Services: School Counselors, 
Nurses, Psychologists. Social 

Workers…..

SEPI: RDA Monitors

SEIS: Disability Specific Specialists & 
Secondary Transition

SF & FE:  Private Schools and Family 
Engagement

Policy, Bd Relations, 
Communications, 
Equity and Community 
Engagement

Learning and 
Innovation: 
All content, and Special 
Education and Student 
Services 

Data & 
Research & 
Technology



Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission (JLARC) 
Study of Special Education

● Graduation rate has improved among students with disabilities but 
remains lower for students who are Black.

● In 2008, rate for students without disabilities was 43 percentage points higher 
than the graduation rate for students with disabilities.

● Students with severe, less common disabilities, including intellectual 
disabilities and multiple disabilities, graduate at a lower rate than students 
with more common disabilities.

● Black students with disabilities were less likely to graduate than students with 
disabilities of other races in each of the past 10 years



Data on Black students with disabilities and students with 
disabilities of other races



Special Education In Virginia

Fewer students of color are 
graduating, the numbers 

were even lower for those 
with IEPs. 



Intersectionality

● African American
● Male
● Disability



MOVE Youth 
Institute

“MOVE is a valuable experience to me as a parent because 
the program actually cares and reaches out to the African-

American communities to help these young men be 
successful and strive in life.  Here we find help, answers and 

other assistance that is harder to find elsewhere.”

Mario Cerritos, I’m Determined Parent Leader

“MOVE is a valuable experience to me as a parent 
because the program actually cares and reaches out to the 
African-American communities to help these young men be 
successful and strive in life.  Here we find help, answers 
and other assistance that is harder to find elsewhere.”

Mario Cerritos, I’m Determined Parent Leader



Educator

YouthFamily

The 
Dream 
Team



2013-2019

Hotel to College Campus

Finding Mentors, Presenters, and 
Coaches

Presenters and Facilitators

Department of Education Involvement

Location



ELEMENTS OF I’M DETERMINED

● Essential skills necessary for increasing 
self-determination skills. 



Mentor Model
●Validate students’ cultural identity
●Motivates the students to strive for excellence 
●Prepare adults and youth to develop 

meaningful relationships 
●Help young black men create and develop a 

healthy identity 



Identity Empowerment
● Acknowledge students’ differences as well 

as their commonalities
● Interest Inventories
● Strengths, Interest, Needs, and 

Preferences



Encourage Students to Think Critically & Set Goals

● Money Management
● College and Career options
● Goal Setting
● Interviewing Skills



Create Leadership Opportunities

● Focus on strengths not deficits
● Give specific duties
● Increase a sense of belonging 

and unity



Family Engagement
● Simultaneous family Sessions
● Fun Icebreaker Activities
● Meeting with VA Department of Education 

Personnel
● Education on Navigating Special 

Education in VA
● Stress and Family Management
● College Preparation



Shifting to 
Virtual
2020-2021



2020 MOVE Virtual Tour

https://canvas.instructure.com/courses/2034128


2020 MOVE 
Virtual Event



Looking Forward 
to 2021

Victor Glover



“The MOVE Summit lets young men of 
color who have a disability, like me, 

know that we are not alone and that 
whatever we set our minds to we can 
accomplish.  The coaches promote 

teamwork, hard work and determination.  
I truly feel we build a brotherhood.”

Jonathan Brooks
I’m Determined Youth Leader “Change will not come if we wait for some 

other person or some other time. We are 
the ones we’ve been waiting for. We are 

the change that we seek.”



Thank you!

www.imdetermined.org

Marianne Moore

marianne.moore@doe.virginia.gov

Cami Williams

cvwilliams@wm.edu

Amanda Randall

Randalaa@jmu.edu

Jonathan Brooks

jbrooks587@yahoo.com
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