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PRACTICE DESCRIPTION 
Using One-More-Than Strategy to Teach Purchasing Skills 

(Research-Based Practice)  
 

What is the evidence base?   
 
This is a research-based practice for students with disabilities based on three methodologically 
sound single-case studies. 
 
Where is the best place to find out how to do this practice?   
 
The best place to find out how to use video modeling to teach food preparation skills is through 
the following lesson starter. 
 
 
 
 
 
With whom was it implemented?  

• Students with  
o Autism and intellectual disability (n = 4) 
o Developmental disability (n =3)  
o Down syndrome (n = 3) 
o Not reported (n = 1) 

• Ages ranged from 14-17 

• Males (n = 6), females (n = 5)  

• Ethnicity   
o Not reported (n = 11) 

 
What is the practice?  
The One-More-Than Strategy is defined as teaching individuals to pay one more dollar than 
requested. (e.g., cost is $3.29 and the individual gives $4.00; Denny & Test, 1995). It is also 
referred to as “next dollar,” “counting on,” or “dollar more” strategy. 

 

In the studies used to establish the evidence base for the one-more-than strategy, the following 
skills were taught” 

• Using the one-more-than strategy to make a purchase using cash and change (Ayres et 
al., 2006; Cihak & Grim, 2008; Denny & Test, 1994) 
 

• Using the one-more-than strategy to teach purchasing in the classroom and community: 
Lesson Starter 1 
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Where has it been implemented?  

• School setting (3 studies) 

• Community setting (3 studies) 
 

How does this practice relate to Common Core Standards? 

• Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems (Expressions and 
Equations, Grade 7) 
o Apply properties of operations to calculate with numbers in any form; convert between 

forms as appropriate; and assess the reasonableness of answers using mental 
computation and estimation strategies 

 
How does this practice relate to the Common Career Technical Core? 

• Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 
o Independently purchasing desired items by providing cashiers with the correct 

amount of currency is a key skill in one’s financial well-being.  
 
References used to establish this evidence base:  
Ayres, K.M., Langone, J., Boon, R.T. and Norman, A. (2006) Computer-based instruction for 

purchasing skills. Education and Training in Developmental Disabilities, 41(3), 253-263.  
Cihak, D.F., & Grimm, J. (2008). Teaching students with autism spectrum disorder and moderate 

intellectual disabilities to use counting-on strategies to enhance independent 
purchasing skills. Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders, 2(4), 716-727. 
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Denny, P.J. & Test, D. W. (1995). Using the One-More-Than Technique to Teach Money 

Counting to Individuals with Moderate Mental Retardation: A Systematic 
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The contents of this Practice Description were developed under a grant (H326E200003) from the 
Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of 
the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government. 
  
This product is public domain. Authorization to reproduce it in whole or in part is granted. While 
permission to reprint this publication is not necessary, the citation should be: 
 
National Technical Assistance Center on Transition: the Collaborative. (2021). Practice 

description: Using One-More-Than strategy to teach purchasing skills. The University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte. 
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