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Using Response Prompting to Teach Grocery Shopping Skills 

PRACTICE DESCRIPTION 
(Research-Based Practice) 

 
What is the evidence base?   
 
This is a research-based practice for students with disabilities based on three methodologically 
sound single-case design studies across 27 students with intellectual disability.  
 
Where is the best place to find out how to do this practice?   
 
 
 
 
 
With whom was it implemented?  
 

• Students with 
o Intellectual disability (n = 10) 

• Males (n = 10) 

• Ages ranged from 17 to 21 years old 

• Ethnicity 

o Not reported (n = 10) 

 
What is the practice?  
Response prompting is defined as using stimuli that later function as extra cues and reminders 
for desired behavior. Prompts can be visual, auditory, textual, or symbolic (Cooper et al., 2020). 
 
In the studies used to establish the evidence base for using response prompting to teach 

grocery shopping skills, response prompting included: 

 

• Visual response prompts (Nietupski et al., 1983; Gaule et al., 1985) 

• Textual response prompts (Gaule et al., 1985) 

• Auditory response prompts (Bouck et al., 2012) 

 
Where has it been implemented?  
 
• High school, community grocery store (3 studies) 

• Lesson Starter: Using Response Prompting to Teach Grocery Shopping Skills 



 
How does this practice relate to Common Core Standards? 
  

• Vocabulary Acquisition and Use (Anchor Standards for Language, Grades 9-12) 

o Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain specific words and 

phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking and listening at the college and career 

readiness level 

• Apply and extend previous understandings of numbers to the system of rational numbers 

(The Number System, Grade 6) 

o Understand that positive and negative numbers are used together to describe quantities 

having opposite directions and values (e.g., temperature above/below zero, elevation 

above/below sea level, credits/debits, positive/negative electric charge); use positive 

and negative numbers to represent quantities in real-world contexts, explaining the 

meaning of 0 in each situation  

o Understand a rational number as a point on the number line  

 
How does this practice relate to the Common Career Technical Core? 
 

• Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. Career-ready individuals 
understand the obligations and responsibilities of being a member of a community, and 
they demonstrate this understanding every day through their interactions with others. 

• Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. Career-ready individuals readily access 
and use the knowledge and skills acquired through experience and education to be more 
productive  
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The contents of this Practice Description were developed under a grant (H326E200003) from the 
Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of 
the Department of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal 
Government. 
  
This product is public domain. Authorization to reproduce it in whole or in part is granted. While 
permission to reprint this publication is not necessary, the citation should be: 
 
National Technical Assistance Center on Transition: the Collaborative. (2022). Practice 

description: Using response prompting to teach grocery shopping skills. University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte. 

 

 


