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Successful Post-Secondary Outcomes
for Students with Disabilities
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RIUG Vision Statement

To be the regional leader in creating and providing distinctive educational
services to member districts and students.

RIU6 Mission Statement

To provide distinctive educational services that are responsible to the
needs of our member districts and support growth and success of the
students we serve.

Achieving Skills for Life Vision Statement

The Achieving Skills for Life program is centered on providing high quality
services to uniquely abled students in our region.



OVR Mission Statement

To assist Pennsylvanians with disabilities to secure
and maintain competitive employment.
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Building on a Strong Foundation

Pioneers in Transition Since 1992
Community/Service Learning

Vocational -
Business Partnerships Iﬁ:ﬁe&e
Limited Funding n

Transition Mind-shift/Post-COVID Mindset
Achieving Skills For Life
Full-time Transition Coordinator
Transition Team Concept Created
Job Coaches
Business Partnerships/OVR
PAES LAB/Independent Living Lab
PennWest Clarion University Marketing
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Funding Sources

OVR

TANF

Funding for PAES Lab and IL Lab

National Education Association (NEA) Grant

ESSR Fund




Programs and Services

Practical Assessment e OVR (Pre-ETS)
Exploration System Lab e TANF (WEX)

Independent Living Lab
e Youth Ambassador

Training to School Districts

e On-the-Job Training
Local Agency Meetings

o My Work
Secondary Transition

Coordinator Meetings e Summer Camp




Engagement: Family and Community

Family engagement
o |EP Meetings

Pre-ETS

TANF

Transition Conference
Council For Hearing Impaired Parents and Students (CHIPS)

O O O O

e Community engagement through special events
© Remake Learning Days - Youth Voice
o Open House Events
o Autism Tough Walk




PA Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR)

OVR provides vocational rehabilitation services to help persons with disabilities
prepare for, obtain or maintain employment. OVR provides services to eligible
individuals with disabilities, both directly and through a network of approved
vendors. Services are provided on an individualized basis.

Transition from School to Work

Any high school student with a disability who may need vocational guidance and
assistance in preparing for, obtaining, or maintaining competitive employment
should be considered for referral to the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR).
Students who have an Individualized Educational Program (IEP), a 504 Plan, or

who are involved with a school’s Student Assistance Program may be appropriate
referrals to OVR.



Pre-Employment Transition Services

Pre-Employment Transition Services (Pre-ETS) can help students learn about
themselves, practice work skills, explore training options and choose a job.

Self-Advocacy Instruction - teaches students how to solve problems and
manage their lives.

Workplace Readiness Training - teaches students how to get and keep a job

Job Exploration Counseling - helps students learn about jobs and pick a
career.

Counseling on Postsecondary Training - helps students decide if college or
training after high school is right for you.

Work-based Learning - connects what students learn in school to real jobs.



Questions?
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Contacts

Deanna Sintobin, Ed.D. Andrea Simpson, Ed.D.
dsintobin@riu6.org asimpson@riu6.org

Kathy Walton, MOT, OTR/L Amy Smith, M.S., CCC-SLP
kwalton@riu6.org amy.smith@riu6.org

Jill Starr, MA, LPC, CCDP-D Melody Troup, MA, CRC, LPC

listarr@pa.gov mtroup@pa.gov
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https://www.dli.pa.gov/Individuals/Disability-Services/ovr/Pages/OVR-Office-Directory.aspx
http://www.riu6.org/
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